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PREFACE. 


Sig any apology for — the 


following plain and artleſs Sermon be 


deemed neceſſary; may we not alk, who 
can forbear paying the tributary tear, ſo juſt- 
ly due to the memory of our late excellent 
Soveredenrt For was he not the affectionate 
Father rather than the Sovereign of his peo- 


ple? Valiant, and, at the ſame time, capable 


of the tendereſt feelings of humanity; nor 
was there ſo much as one inſtance of perſe- 
cution, for ſentimental differences through 
all his long and ie reign. 


A circumſtance that muſt greatly endear 


him to the Proteſtant diſſenters, and eſpecial- 
ly their miniſters have peculiar reaſon to re- 
gret his loſs; a loſs, indeed, in many reſpects, 
irreparable, were it not from the pleaſing proſ- 
pect we have under our amiable young Mo- 
narch, and he a George the Third, who has 


condeſcended repeatedly to declare, that he 
will maintain the toleration inviolable. Nor, 
J perſuade myſelf, will our brethren of the 

| eſtabliſnhment 


1 
— 
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eſtabliſhment be offended, that we thus pub- 


licly unite our lamentations with theirs, "ac 
we are all Proteſtant divines and fellow ſubjects. 
And, as his late Majeſty took pleaſure in 


ſhewing himſelf the trueſt friend to their 
hierarchy, by continually filling the bench of 


biſhops, with wiſe, moderate and Valuable 


pros. 


10 fine, may we not, 1 incurring 
the cenſure of a groundleſs partiality, venture 
to affirm, that, ſince the days of Alfred the 
Great, no King of England will be more fa- 
mous to poſterity, for his heroic actions, for 
his love of juſtice, and other meritorious 
qualitics. 


His name, therefore, ſhall be e 


embalmed to all future ages: for the me- 
mory of ſuch juſt and virtuous Princes, is, 
and cannot but be bleſſed. 


I«SAIAA 


14 


ISAIAH vi. ver. 1, 2, 3 Wo year that. | 
King Uzz1ah' died, 7 auß alſo the Lord 
fitting upon a ' throne, high and lifted up, 
and his train filled the pe 


2. Above it frood the Seraphim, 3 one + bad 
fix wings; v1 'th twain be covered his "PRES; 
and with twain he ac gc Hrs ay and | 
- with Fain oy _ WY. =» 


3: * And one Gerken unto aner and | fad Holy; ' 
"holy, holy, 18 the Lord of _ the whole 
" earth 1 is F fu Ul his Sag. 


r is matter of unſpeakable conſolation 
to reflect, that when valuable earthly- 
princes die, when the monarchs of this 
world are removed, that great Sovereign 
of the univerſe ſtill lives, whoſe kingdom 
is an everlaſting kingdom, 4 whoſe 1 

minion ſhall have no end. 


— 0 
„ 


The Pfalmiſt had abundant conſt for 
that divine propoſition and exhortation, . 
B 5 Plal. 


1 4 5 
Pſal. xcvii. 1. The Lard reigneth, let the earth 


rejoice, let the inbabi lants of the caves be . 


thereof. 


And though clouds and darkneſs may at 


times ſurround his throne, yet juſtice and 

judgment, yea love and mercy are the con- 
ſtant habitation and illuſtrious ſupporters 
of that throne. 


Who this king Uzziah was, under 
whoſe government Iſaiah began to pro- 
phecy we have an account, 2 Kings xiv. 
21. where he is called Azariah, but more 
eſpecially 2 Chron. xxvi. from the iſt to 


the 16th verſe; where there is a moſt noble 


character given of him. From whence, it 
is obſervable, that he reigned one of the 


longeſt, and was one of the beſt. of all the 
kings of Judah. Tis farther remarkable 


that the Philiſtines were then bad neigh- 
bours to the Iſraelites, and had been ſo for 
ſeveral preceeding centuries in like matiner 

as the haughty, perfidious Gallic nation 


[i ho been to us, as alſo equally cruel and 
our. 


I would 


@ _ I Y S I 
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I would beg leave once more to obſerve 
that to curb the extravagant joy of this 
enemy of God and his people, our pro- 
phet tha expreſſeth himſelf, chap. xiv. 29. 
Nate not thou whole Paleſti na becauſe the 
rod of him that ſmote thee is broken; for out 
of the ferpent's root, viz. wiſe and valiant 
Uzziah, ſhall come forth a cockatrice or an 
adder to bite and deſtroy thee, and bis fruit 
ſhall be a fiery flying ſerpent. And at the laſt 
clauſe of the zoth verſe, I will kill thy root 
with famine and be ſhall flay thy remnant. 
It is accordingly to be obſerved that pious 
and excellent Hezekiah was enabled to 
complete what his great-grand-fire had be- 
gun. Thus we are informed by the ſacred 
— hiſtorian, 2 Kings xviii. 8, that this mag- 

nanimous prince fell upon them with in- 
credible fury, and ſmote the Philiſtines 
even unto Gaza, So much may ſuffice for 
the firſt clauſe. of the paragraph we are 
explaining. But now let us attend with 
profound reverence and awe, as well as 
with ſacred wonder and delight, to the 
ſublimeſt of all themes. Let us with 
Moſes for a while turn aſide from all 
earthly and inferior objects, to ſee this 
great light, to contemplate Jehovah fitting 


B 2 on 


(6 1 
on his throne, who was afterwards in the 
perſon of the Son, God manifeſt in the 
fleſh; for tbeſe things ſaid Eſaias, when 
be ſaw bis glory and ſpake of him, John 
XU. 41. This is that great Myſtery of 
godlineſs concerning Which the Apoſtle 
wrote, 1 Tim. iii. 16. and which, as he 
there tells us, ought to be without contro- 
verſy. He was pleaſed to give many pre- 
ſignifications and fore-taſtes, or, as divines 
term them, the prelibations of his future in- 
carnation, to ſhew how he loved, and as 
it were, ardently longed to diſplay his glo- 
ry in our human nature. So Ezekiel, 
when inaugurated into the prophetic of- 
fice, had a viſion of much the ſame kind 
with that we are inſiſting on. Conſult 


e 1. the three laſt verſes in parti- 


That suBLIMELY GLORIOUS, and moſt 
auguſt name the Lord of Hoſts, that belongs 
to our bleſſed Saviour equally with the 
Father and the Spirit all divine, deſerves 
never to be thought on without extaſy, nor 
ſhould it be mentioned but with ſilent and 
heart - felt adoration, making a decent pauſe 
in our converſation, as was the conſtant 
| practice 


7 3 


of his age, country, and, indeed, of man- 
kind in general, that ever appeared. I 
| hardly need tell you, I mean that truly ho- 


R nd : illuſtriòus Chriſtian philoſo- 


But to 1 bade name of the Lond 
of Hoſts, is a name ſo great, wonderful 
and holy that the bleſſed Angels in our 
text, are repreſented as glowing with ſera- 
phic ardors, while they ſung concerning it, 
which, no doubt, was recorded for our in- 
ſtruction and humble imitation. It is 


moreover ſaid of theſe bright celeſtial at- 


tendants, that each of them had ſix wings, 
with two he covered his face, &c. Now, 
what does this ſtrong colouring ſuggeſt ? 


What is this ſtately, allegorical deſcription ; 


| defined to paint out? I anſwer, 


Tx When it * faid. with two each Se- 


raph covered his face, this may denote a 


confeſſion of their inability to behold the 
dazzling brightneſs of the divine eſſential 
glory; and when it is further added, with 
two they reſpectively covered their feet, 
this may intimate, that tho' thoſe illuſtri- 


ous 


practice of one of the brighteſt ornaments 


5 1 


ous inhabitants of the upper world are not 
attended with any moral impurity or de- 
fect ; that though their lofty hallelujahs, 
their ſweeteſt hoſannah's, their moſt” ra- 
viſhing melodies are not chargeable with 
any ſinful imperfection, yet even theſe 
their ſpotleſs performances are quite un- 
worthy of his notice, who is ſaid to charge 
his very angels with poſſible and compa- 
rative folly, and who is elſewhere de- 
ſcribed as humbling himſelf to behold the 
things * are done in heaven. 04 


What a "OR of aged then i is it, what 
amazing condeſcention doſt thou deign to 
diſcover, O though infinitely high, O thou 
immenſely and inconceivably glorious Je- 
hovah, who art far, very far exalted above 
all bleſſing and praiſe, that thou ſhouldeſt 
take ſuch kind notice of us and our mean 
offerings, ſo as even to declare, Pſal. 1. 
Whoſo 3 praiſe glorifieth me ? 1 55 


But to return, and with EVER or the 
remaining two, ver. 2d, he did flie. De- 


noting, we may ſuppoſe, their alacrity and 
mo to obey the orders of his ſove- 


ign throne, or of his infinite clemency and 
juſtice, 


$8; 1. 


juſtice, thus, Pſal. ciii. towards the conclu- 
— Bleſs the Lord ye his Angels that excel in 
firength, that do his commandments, hearken- 
ing to the voice of his word, bleſs the Lord 
all ye his hoſts, ye miniſters of his that do bis 
pleaſure. Hence thoſe admirable petitions 
in the Lord's Prayer, which, by the way, 
contain the ſum both of our duty and of 
our privilege, Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
And one > cried unto another, ver. 3. WY 

ing, Holy, holy, holy is the Lox. of 
HosTs; the whole earth is full of his glory, 
They cried one to another, . which inti- 
mates how fervent, how elevated theſe 
bright and bleſſed intelligences were in the 
ſeryicg..c of their and our moſt. adorable 
Creator ; and, it may be, tacitly reproving 
our too frequent cold attention and want 
of; zeal. 

noi 
. 0 let this. motto 1 written on every 
Chriſtian's cloſet, and on all our worſhip- 
ping aſſemblies; Vio _ maketh his Angels 
Spirits, his minifters a flame of fire, Heb. 1.7. 
Now what filled theſe bright and ſpotleſs 
Seraphims with ſuch wonder and awe, as 


8 | 5 well 


# | [ E: 10 ] 
well as with ſuch ſolemn joy, that which 
occaſioned them to burſt into thoſe raviſh- 
ing melodious ſtrains abovementioned, was 
no leſs a theme than the holineſs of God, 
his holineſs as diſplayed, not only in thoſe 
expanded regions of felicity and luſtre on 
high, but ſignally too in this our earth, 
though but his footſtool. There are then 
in this excellent paſſage two propoſitions, 
worthy of your ſerious and moſt attentive 
regards, both which we ſhall endeavour, by 
divine aſſiſtance, to explain and illuſtrate, 
eſpecially the latter, by an induction of 
particulars, and conclude the wo with 
ſome brick werke, 


pug Holy, holy, holy is the A of Hoſts | 
was one grand branch of the Angelic an- 
them we are conſidering : every word here 
has its emphaſis, and ought to be taken 
due notice of, e. g. The Triſagion, as the 
ancient church filed it, or that repetition 
of the term Holy, thrice. This ſeems princi- 
pally to denote, that the divine holineſs 1 is 
the life of all his other attributes, or that 
his infinite purity adds, as it were, a luſtre 
to all his other excellencies and perfections, 
however incomparable and innumerable. 
. 4 Hence 


4 * . 
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Hence he is fa id to be glericu. ous in holineſs, 
by way of eminence, as well as fearful in 


praiſes, doing wonders | Exod, xv. 11. His 
holineſs andhis mercy are, indeed, hisdarling 
attributes, two of the moſt refulgent jew- 
els in his moſt radiant and majeſtic diadem. 


Thus we are told there is none holy as the 


Lord; and again, thou only art holy, 3. 
e. originally, independently and eſſential- 
Iy fo. And St. John the beloved Apoſtle 


informs: us, not only that GOD is Love, 


but that God is Light too, and in him is no 


darkneſs at all. 1 John i. 5. and elſewhere, 
Tam the LORD that ſan#ifieth you, ſays Je- 


 hovah, glorious in holineſs. All that comely 
order and rectitude, all that light and pu- 
rity, Angels and glorified ſpirits are poſſeſſed 
of, is derived from him alone. All moral 


y proceeds. from ourſelves, and the evil 
ne, hence ſtiled the works of the devil, and 

ths unfroatul works of darkneſs. Paſſages. 

ſo well known that I need not en 


cite chem. N 


Thus the Apoſtle Jamesi fa ys, Let id ti 5 
fay when be is tempted, I am 1 of G. 


for God is not tempted with evil, neither 


tompteth he an) man. But every man 15 
tempted, when he is drawn away e, his own- 


| 
ſ 
| 
| 


1 Pale. ne es on a = 


| 
{ 
| 
= 
| 
| 
| 
? 


 - ſelf; becauſe this would argue weakneſs 


Juſt, and enticed, 1 1. 1 13; 14. The ſame 
inſp ired author, as juſtly: obſerves, chap. i. 
. 8. Every good gift and every Perfect gift, 
deſcends from the Father of Lights, who of 
bis own will hath begotten us again by the 
word of truth, &c. Holineſs is the beau- 

ty, as Vice and Sin are the deformity of 

rational nature, whereas not the leaſt ſha- 
dow of imperfection is to be found with 
the g reat and bleſſed GOD, who is Wiſ- 

HF and Rectitude itſelf; and therefore 

ſaid to be of purer eyes, than to bebold iniqui- 

Hab. L'I3>. Nor will he, nor can = 
7 would denk it with the moſt awful re- 

| verence, do the leaſt injury to any of his 
creatures; for he is righteous in all his 

ways and holy in all his works, when he ta⸗ 
eth vengeance, as well as when he cauſeth 
all his goodneſs to paſs before us. Hence, 
tho! it is ſaid in one place, Job, xlii. 2. I know 
that thou canſt do every thing; yet we are 
elſewhere told, he cannot lye or deny him 


and infirmity, the remoteſt ſtain of which 
God moſt holy and moſt high, can never 
| 54 attended . : 


"ths } is moreover ſtiled in my text, the: 
5 Lord of Hoſts: For aubo knoweth the num- 


ber 


[ET]: 
ber of his armies, and upon whom doth not 
bis light ariſe, Job xxv. 3. Thus that once 

haaugghty but afterwards humbled, and may 

we not hope? penitent Monarch Nebu- 
chadnezzar, acknowledges. A leſſon wor- 
thy the ſerious peruſal of the greateſt and - | 

moſt applauded kings, Daniel iv. 34. to 1 

the end of that chapter. I blefſed the moſt 'F 
High, and J praiſed and honoured him that | 
liveth for ever, whoſe dominion is an ever- "== 
laſting dominton, and his kingdom is from ge- 
neration to generation: and all the inhabi- 
tants of the earth are reputed as nothing : 
and he doeth according to his will in the army 
of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the [| 
earth: and none can ſay unto bim, what "our: ] 
thou? Now, I Nebuchadnezzar praiſe and | 
exto] and honour the King of heaven, all whoſe b 
works are truth and his ways judgment, and 
thoſe that walk in pride, he is able to abaſe. 
He alone is Lord of thoſe radiant: hoſts, 
of that innumerable company. of Angels 
who ſtand in his immediate preſence, drink- 
ing in immortal vigor, while they behold 
the propitious beams of his favor perpetu- 
tually ſhining. on them ; Nor by bim were. 
all things created that are in heaven, and I 
that are in earth, viſible and invifible | 
whether they be thnones, or dominions, or 
© --- pPrincipalities 


| 
| 
} 
| 
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1 Principal. ties or powers, all thi ngs were ere- 
ated by him and for him, Col. i. 16. This 
leads us to the ſecond propoſition we pro- 
poſed to diſcourſe on, viz. That the whole 
earth is full of his glory, and that in a 

n ſenſe; n 


"| If, As the God 4 nature. 
24dhy, Of Grace. i 
. As the O of vita. 3 


1. The whole ane is full of his glory, 
as the God of nature. That there is a ſu- 
= preme ſelf exiſtent cauſe, all nature cries 
| . aloud through all her works, as that moſt 
. ingenious and polite writer, Mr. Addiſon 

finely expreſſes it. And as the valuable 
Dr. Cheyne rightly tells us, in the pre- 
face to his Philoſophical principles of reli- 
| gion, natural and revealed, that if the 
modern, 1. e. the Newtonian philoſophy 
demonſtrates nothing elſe, yet it infallibly 
proves Atheiſm to be the moſt groſs ig- 
norance. See alſo Mr. Thomſon's hymn 
to the Creator, in his ſeaſons; at the end. 


Theſe 


Conſult likewiſe that excellent civ. pfalm, 
with the late Rev. Dr. Iſaac Watts's para- 


L 9 | 
Theſe as they chanigas Almighty F ather, theſe 
Are but the varied God: the rolling year 
Is full of thee. Forth in the pleaſing ſpring, 
Thy beauty walks. Thy tenderneſs and love, 
Wide fluſh the fields; the foreſt ſmiles ; ' 
And every ſenſe and every heart is joy. | 
Then comes, thy glory in the Summer months, | 
With light and heat refulgent. Then the ſun _ 
| Shoots full perfection thro' the ſwelling year, | 
And oft thy voice in dreadful thunder ſpeaks, 
And oft at dawn, deep noon or falling eve, 
By brooks, and groves, and hollow whiſpering gales, 
Thy bounty ſhines in Autumn unconfin'd, 
And ſpreads a common feaſt for all that lives. Sc. 


phraſe on it, eſpecially the concluding ſtan- | 


2a Sz 


again, 


as the God of all grace. Thus we read 
that a great multitude. of the heavenly 


Vaſt are thy works, Almighty Lord, &c. 


Beauty compleat and Majeſty divine, 
Oeer all thy works, ador'd Creator ſhine. 


ſings another amiable Britiſh Lyr oe But 


- 2dy, The earth is full of his glory 


The celebrated Mrs. Rowe, 
hoſts, 


1 6 
hoſts ſung at the nativity of our bleſſed 
Emmanuel, glory to God in the higheſt, on 
earth peace, good- will towards men. The 
wonders of redeeming love, the ſweet 
myſteries of a God incarnate, both in his 
unparalleled ſufferings and the glories that 
ſhould follow, as they have been the grand 
ſubjects to employ the moſt exalted in- 
ſpired penmen in ages paſt, and other emi- 
nent, tho' inferior lights who have humbly 
attempted to copy after, and in ſome feeble 
meaſure to explain them; ſo will theſe 
themes be the objects of everlaſting 
wonder, and the ſubjects of everlaſting 
ſtudy and entertainment to innumerable 
myriads of Angels and glorified faints 
in that triumphant ſtate above, where 


- a e and joy eternally re- 
ſide. 


Theſe divine themes a are . to "I ex- 
hauſted: and permit me farther to ob- 
ſerve, that was every individual of theſe 
bright Seraphim, who by millions hover 
round and bow. towards his lofty. throne, 
as they are deſcribed. in the ad verſe of the 
chapter where our text is: I ſay, was it 
poſſible for wr one of thoſe bright and 
flaming 


"6 8 * 


r 
flaming intelligences to write a diſtinct 
volume of what they ſeverally know con- 


cerning theſe moſt important affairs, which 
things the angels deſire to look into, 1 Pet. 1. 


12. 7, e. they are repreſented as prying 


with a kind of ſacred curiofity into that 
ſcheme of our recovery from the ruins of 
the fall, which at once aſtoniſhes them and 


ſaves us. Give me leave, I ſay, to affirm that 


all or any of them, enlarged as their capaci- 
ties may be, would find it impoſſible to de- 
clare a thouſandth part of the ſweetneſs 
and glory of that ſalvation which is in 
Chriſt Jeſus, or of that plenteous redemp- 
tion he hath purchaſed for every penitent 
believer. With reference to this great ſal- 


vation of the goſpel, ſuffer me ſtill farther 


to obſerve, that every appearance of pro- 
vidence in favour of the church, every 
deliverance that has been wrought by the 
kind, Almighty hand, from the miraculous 
deliverance of the Iſraelites out of Egypt, 
and eſpecially at the Red-Sea, quite down 


to the preſent age: All theſe ſalvations, 


let us remember, were performed by vir- 
tue of, and in ſubſervience to that far 
higher and nobler ſalvation and recovery 
from the moſt cruel ſervitude of ſin and 


Satan, 


* 
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Satan, or from the guilt and dominion of 
iniquity, begun in the preſent life, till the 
utter extirpation of every irregular incli- 

nation and inordinate deſire, and the tos 
tal completion of our felicity in all reſpects 
in'a better and brighter world, throughout 
the immenſe ages of a moſt delightful, ra- 


viſhing eternity. 


Theſe dectrines of redeeming grace, as 
they are the higheſt incentives, and furniſh 
out the nobleſt motives to all holy and ac- 
ceptable obedience, ſo ought they to be 
principally inſiſted on, by every faithful 
miniſter of the bleſſed Jeſus; as the ho- 
nour of God and the happineſs of men 
are nearly concerned herein, of that bleſ- 
ſed God, whoſe glory is great in our ſalva- 
tion, who, in the amazing method of our 
redemption, has ſtooped to fallen man as 
low as poſſible, that he might raiſe the un- 
worthy, rebellious, ruined creature as high 
as poſſible; that he might reſcue us 
from ſin and miſery of every kind, and 
advance us to the heights of glory, honour, 
and immortality thro' him who hath loved 
us, ſo as to die for us. The harmony of. 


the dieine attr 1butes, 18 _—_ wonderful. 
and 
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and extraordinary i in this great tranſaction 
wherein mercy and truth are met together, 
righteouſneſs and peace have emphatically 
kiſſed each other ; to which that paſſage of 
the Pſalmiſt, in the 85th Pſalm, may at 
leaſt be ſecondarily applied. This moſt 
glorious and ſublime redemption lays a 
ſolid foundation for that exulting ſong 

Worthy, worthy is the Lamb that was Jain 
fo receive glory and honour and power, and 
bleſſing, for thou haſt redeemed us, &c. And 
hence the moſt melodious trains pour in 
from all quarters of thoſe thrice happy 
holy realms; 70 him who hath loved us, and 
twaſhed us from our fins in his own blood, and 
hath made us kings and prieſis to God and his 
Father + to him be glory and dominion for 


ever and eber: Amen. Proceed we now 
to the | 


1 hird thing conſiderable in this laſt 
Propoſition, viz, the whole earth is full of 
his glory as the God of providence. And, 


1. With regard to God's people of old, 
J mean, the Jewiſh church and nation; 
can any thing be more ſtriking than that 
ſeries of events that has befallen them fince 

"DJ the 
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the days of our evangelical and chit holy 
prophets, eſpecially ſince the coming of 
Jeſus Chriſt in the fleſh, the only true and 
promiſed Meſſiah, whom they and their fore- 
| fathers have, for the moſt part, diſdainfully 
rejected, purſuant to that prediction among 
many others, Iſa. viii. 14. The Lord of Hoſts 
himſelf fhall be for a ſtone of ſtumbling, and 
for a rock of offence to both the houſes of 
Iſrael; while, on the other hand, he ſhall 
be for a ſanctuary to them who truſt in 
and ſincerely love him: which is applied 
to our bleſſed Saviour more than once in 
the New Teſtament : ſee particularly, 
Rom. ix. 33. compared with 1 Pet. ii. 8. 
So in our ſubſequent context, we have the 
ſad commiſſion wherewith our inſpired 
writer was ſent to them, after many ſo- 
lemn warnings and melting invitations, 
which it ſeems produced no ſalutary effect 
on the main body of the nation: ſo far 
from it that our prophet complains, as 
cited by the great Apoſtle ; All the day long 
have I ſtretched forth my hands to a diſobedi- 
ent and gainſaying people, Now the awful 
commiſſion with which Iſaiah was char- 
ged you have an account of in the 1oth 
verſe of the chapter where my text is: it 
runs in this tremendous _ Make the 

heart 
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heart of this people fat, and make their ears 
heavy, and ſhut their eyes; leſt they ſee with 
their eyes, and hear with their ears, and un- 
derſtand with their heart and convert and be 
healed. So that what was before their wil- 
ful fin, 18 now-become their deſerved pu- 
miſhment: for we are not to ſuppoſe that 
the infinitely juſt and holy God, poſitively 
blinds and hardens any, by infuſing wick- 
edneſs into them, that would be, indeed, 
to repreſent him as the author of fin, the 
very thought of which 1s ſhocking, and to 
be rejected with the utmoſt abhorrence, 
but when the bleſſed holy, ſin-hating and 
ſin-avenging God is deſcribed as deliver- 
ing ſuch commands as theſe to his ſervants 
the prophets, they muſt always be under- 
ſtood in a manner becoming his ſpotleſs 
majeſty and adorable divinity.—— 


If our God only ſays concerning Ephraim- 
or any other wilful obſtinate tranſgreſſors, 
they are joined to idols, let them alone; 

ſuch unhappy ſinners who hate to be re- 
formed, will ſpeedily grow worſe and worſe, 
till they are fully ripe for ruin. Be pleaſed 
to excuſe this, if it be a digreſſion, I hope 
at leaſt, it is not a needleſs or a uſeleſs 
| | _ | one. 


1 
one. But to return to our context: ver. 


11, 12, 13. Then ſaid 1, Lord, how long? 
And he anſwered, until the cities be waſted 


dau hut inhabitant and the houſes without man, 


and the land be utterly deſolate, &c. Which 
paſſages not only relate, as I apprehend, 
to the firſt deſtruction of the Jews by Ne- 
buchadnezzar, and thoſe ſeventy years of 
captivity afterwards, but likewiſe to their 


_ diſperſion and deſolation under Titus Veſ- 


paſian and the Roman armies, for their 
having impiouſly crucified the Lord of 
life and glory, as well as other heinous and 


deteſtable enormities committed by them; 


of which their own countryman and hiſ- 
torian, the celebrated Joſephus, ſeverely ac- 
cuſes them, and, as is well known, ſolemn- 
Iy declares, that he verily believes, if the 
Romans had not been ſent to ſcourge his 
nation, ſome ſhocking calamity, as peſti- 


lence or earth-quakes, would certainly 


have befallen them. 


Ever ſince that memorable period, the 
total deſtruction of their city and temple, 
they have been only a ſort of vagabonds 
in almoſt every part of the known world ; 
and yet, which is very ſtrange, have kept 

themſelves 


| 19 
themſelves quite diſtinct from al other na- | 
tions, by not intermarrying with them. 
May we not farther add, that this expreſ- 
preſſion, the whole earth is full of his glo- 
ry, ſeems to hint at the future converſion 
of the Heathen world, when the know- 
ledge of Jehovah ſhould fill the earth, as 
the waters cover the ſea, Ia. xi. 9. and it 
may ultimately refer to that great and not- 
able day of the Lord, when Jew and 
Gentile ſhall conſtitute but one ſheep- 
fold, under the great Shepherd and Biſhop 
of ſouls. For the children of Tjrael, ſays the 
prophet Hoſea, chap. iii. 4, 5. call abide 
many days without a King, and without a 
Prince, and without a ſacrifice, and without 
an image; though their anceſtors had 
been fo exceedingly addicted to idolatry ; 
and without an ephod, and without Teraphim. 
Afterwards ſhall the children of Iſrael return 
and Heel the Lord their God, and David their 
King, i. e. Chriſt the true David, that be- 
loved, in whom all his people are accepted, 
Eph. i. 6. and fhall fear the Lord and bis 
goodneſs in the latter days. Agreeably where- 
to St. Paul tells us, that blindneſs or bard- 
neſs of heart, in part, is happened to Jjrael, 
until the June of the Gentiles be come in, 


and 
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and fo all Iſrael fhall be ſaved, &c. Rom. 
Xi. 25, 26. May we not alſo accommo- 
date the paſſage we are conſidering, to 
what God is now doing in the World? 
Do not the late diſpenſations proclaim, as 
with a loud voice: Come ſee the works of 
the Lord, what deſolations he hath made in 
Zhe earth? Pſal. iv. 6. Has he not anſwer- 
ed the prayers of his Children by terrible 
things in righteouſneſs to their adverſaries, 
and in love to them? Has not the provi- 
dence of the Almighty been almoſt as con- 
ſpicuous, in favour of his Britiſh Iſrael, 
and indeed of the whole Proteſtant cauſe, 
as it was in behalf of his ancient people: 
Have not all parts of the globe been witneſles 

of this? Has not the Great King of nations 
wonderfully proſpered our arms, firſt in 
Africa? In Aſia have we not conquered 
with amazing rapidity, and triumphed, in a 
manner, over all oppoſition ? In America, 
where, in a time of full peace, the enemy 
perfidiouſly violated all his engagements, 
and ſlaughtered our brethren in cold blood. 
What a torrent of happy ſucceſs a juſt 
and good God has hitherto favoured us 
with, I need not pretend to inform you, 
it has been better done already by other 
hands.—— Nay, all Europe reſounds with 
. . mie 


Fat: 


the marvellous tidings: Our enemies them- 
ſelves are forced to own it, with grief and 
horror. Our friends proclaim it, with 
wonder and pleaſure. Again, has not 
the ſame omnipotent Providence, hitherto 
ſupported our magnanimous Ally ; I am 
ready to call him, that miraculous Hero, 
that man whom God appears to have 
raiſed up and enriched with the moſt 
ſtupendous talents? I ſhall not under- 
take to ſpecify them, they are ſufficiently 


known to all, the blaze of them cannot 
be hid 


Let i perſons ſay what they 
pleaſe, whether miſtaken Proteſtants, or 
his implacable Popiſh adverſaries, were he 
to be cruſhed in Germany, the whole Pro- 
teſtant intereſt would go near to follow : 
we ſhould, in all probability, be only the 


laſt morſel of their inſatiable avarice and 


cruelty.—— 


Give me leave to ſay, that three ſach 
formidable monarchies as France, Ruſſia, 


and Auſtria, in conjunction with other de- 


luded potentates, were they not, humanly 
ſpeaking, more than ſufficient to inſure 


ſucceſs 
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ſuceeſs to their dangerous and deep-laid 
ſchemes, no leſs, I fear, than the total ex- 
tirpation of what they term the Northern 
Hereſy; but we more juſtly, the cauſe of 


pure and undefiled religion, of liberty, 
both civil and ſacred ? 


And, is not this the cauſe of God him- 
ſelf? For, can the great, the wiſe and 
good Governor of . the univerſe, be * 
lighted with tyranny and oppreſſion? 
he pleaſed with perſecuting principles, 3 
does he approve of perſecutors? Do not 
his divine oracles declare the reverſe? 
Hath he not ordained his arrows againſt all 
fach ? Pſal. vii. 15. read the reſt of that 
excellent Pſalm, and be pleaſed to compare 
it with Pſalm g. from the 11th to the laſt 
verſe, which the beſt expoſitors underſtand 

as a prophecy concerning the deſtruction 

of Antichriſtian powers, Can a righteous 
and good God, I repeat it again, can he 
who is of purer eyes than to behold ini- 
quity, ſhall he be expected in the iſſue 
to crown the endeavours of thoſe who are 
for propagating a falſe, ſuperſtitious and 
idolatrous worſhip, even with fire and 
ſword? Has he not by his late appear- 
+ hes = ances. 


1 27 1 


ances niken quite the contrary? And 
tho to allude toPſal. Ixxx ili. from the firſt and 
following verſes, eſpecially ver. 7. whereas 
Gebal and Ammon and Amalek, the Phi- 
| liſtines, &c. nations that were jealous of 
and hated one another, yet could all unite 
upon occaſion, in order, if poſſible, to 
root out the Ifracl of God; what though 

theſe may join hand and hand together, 

yet ſhall they not go unpuniſhed; for the 
Lord will do unto them as he dealt by the 
Midianites and other ancient enemies of 
his church, that as the Pſalmiſt con- 
cludes, nen may know that thou whoſe name 
glone is Jelovab, @ promifing and a promi ſe- 
performing God, art the moſt High over all 
_ The earth. Are not the great things he 
bath done; for, as in another place: 
is bis right-hand and bis boly arm, have got- 
ten bim the victory; whatever iuſtruments 
and fecond cauſes he may condeſcend to 
employ, are not theſe fignal events, ſhould 
they not be marvellous in our eyes? Are 
not ſuch providences enough to ſtartle an 
Atheiſt, if any ſuch monſter can be ſup- 
poſed to exiſt? Is not the finger of God 
manifeſtly legible therein, and that in the 
OO" Kite characters? Na we not 
E bere 
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here. trace his bright and benign foot- 
ſteps, and ſhould 3 we not llently and bum- 
* adore f: ? 


| * not * divine Hand been mani- 
feſtly viſible in many paſt, as well as pre- 
ſent "a of a-public-nature? Has he 
not reſcued us, when in the moſt immi- 
nent danger? Has he not fulfilled that of 
the prophet with regard to us, chap, viii. 
9. Aſſciate yourſelves O ye people, and ye 
ſhall. be broken in pieces, and give ear all ye 
of far countries: gird. your ſelves, and ye ſhall 
be broken in pieces: ver. 1. Take counſel to- 
gether, and it ſhall come to nought :  Jpeak the 
word and it ſhall not fand; for God is with 
us? Hath he not graciouſly and . glori- 
oufly reverſed the ſcene? 1s not all re- 
maining dread of invaſions quite over with 
us, and are not thoſe fears and that pan- 
nic they attempted to raiſe in the inhabi- 
tants of Great Britain, retorted on our 
- Gallic foes ? May we not, ſhould we not 
then with pleaſing . aſtoniſhment, and 
. thankful admiration, cry out and acknow- 
 ©ledge, as in Numb. xxiii. 23. Surely. there 
Js no inchantment againſt Jacob, neither is 
erg eny givi nation n . according 
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„ to this time it ſhall be ſaid of Iſratl and of 
Jacob, What bath God wrought ? Let us 
now cloſe the whole with ſome brief re- 


0 


marks. we 
. ä 3 
V. Then, let us adore with profound 
e humility Jehovah; as a holy Sovereign 
- | feated on his throne: beheld under this 


f Character, he taketh away; who can hinder 
„ him, abo ſhall ſay unto him, what doeft thou? 
e it fit to ſay to Kings, thou art wickeds 


and ro Princes, ye are ungodly? Job, xxxiv. 
ll 18. How much Jeſs; ver. 19. 1 hini that 
5 accepteth not the perſons of - Princes, nor ro- 


0 gardeth the rich more than the poor; for they 
b Are all the work of his hands? Has he not 


[- an uncontroulable right to do what be will 
- .avith his own? This was the 1mprove- 
h | ment Iſaiah made of the death of King 
- | UZzziah, mentioned in our text, a Prince, 
no doubt, dear to the Prophet, as well as 

r to the reſt of the nation for his many vit- 

t tues; notwithſtanding his ſan ſet at laſt 

d in a cloud, for he died in confinement, 
— baving been ſmitten by the hand f God, for 
4 à tranſgreſſion, 2 Chron. xxvi. 17. But we 


have loſt a King, whoſe fun ſer like that 
1 op a Dn ſummer evening, when that 
///» "2 a ——_ 
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he 


Ae esel 
luminary reflects ten thouſand glories, to 
gild our Britiſh hemiſphere, when his rays 


ſhed at parting the moſt beautiful and va- 
* colours. 


Are we not called * by the late diſ- 
* to ſing both of mercy and 
judgment; of judgment, that one of 
the beſt of Kings is removed from us; 


of mercy, that he was ſpared ſo long 


and did not outlive his uſefulneſs; of mer- 
cy again, becauſe of the riſing virtues of his 
moſt promiſing ſucceſlor, like another fun L 
Ki qu Wie 1 62s his native horizon. 


2d, Let us a up hs. maſk fervent 
ſupplications to the Great Lord of heaven 
and earth, in behalf of our amiable, young 


Monarch, that God would eſtabliſh his 


throne in righteouſneſs, that the jewels of 


his diadem may ſparkle with . 


luſtre, that he may be the darling of pro- 


ing felicity, not only on this nation, but 
the triu 
_ as at length to become the honoured ar- 
- biter of a ſafe and ſolid peace; and the 


mphs of his excellent grandſire, ſo 


reſtorer 


L 
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reſtorer of tranquillity to jarring nations. : 


that his name may ſhine to - poſterity, as 
another Joſiah or Hezekiah, with auguſt 


and diſtinguiſhed ſplendor, and finally that 


there may never want a man of his illuſtri- 


ous line to ſway the Britiſh ſcepter, while 
the ſun and the moon ſhall endure, or till 
the mighty Archangel ſhall ſwear. by him 
who liveth for ever and ever, 'that tame 
al be no ange- * 


2dh, and laſtiy. Ae ſhould we av 


P'S his ſecond coming, who is the bleſſed 
and only Potentate, who only hath im- 
mortality, who is King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords; for, the ſecond appear- 
ing. I fay, of the Saviour and the Judge; 
for behold this Prince of the kings of the earth 
cometh with clouds, and every eye fhall ſee him, 


let our hearts eccho back with the beloved 


Apoſtle, even fo, Amen, Rev. i. 7. To ſee 


an earthly king, eſpecially our own, in his 
beauty and majeſty, how defirable is it? 


But what is this, compared with our be- 


bolding the King of nations and of ſaints 


who is our life; Col. iii. 3. #hen Chrifl, 
whois your life, ſhall appear, then ſhall ye 
aſſo appear with him in glory. Have we not 


reaſon 


— _ — — 
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reaſon then to love his appearing? What 
a day of ſolemn joy will that be, when the 


Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from heaven 


with his mighty Angels, in flaming fire, taking 


| "vengeance on them who know not God, and 


obey not the goſpel of the Lord Jeſus, &e. 
and when he ſhall come to be glorified in his 
| ſaints, and to be _ in all them that be- 
lieve, 2 Theſſ. i. 7, 8. 10; Will he not 
then put a final period to all ſins and ſor- 
rows, to all griefs and tears and darkneſs ? - 
Will he not thus appear the ſecond time 
to the compleat ſalvation of all them that 
look for him? Will not the whole earth 


then be full of his glory in a ſignal man- | 
ner, when be ſhall fit on the. throne of his 


glory, and all nations ſhall be gathered before 
Him, Matth. xxv. Are not thrones and 


crowns prepared againſt that day, for all 


who humbly love and truſt him now ? 
When the kings of the earth, and mighty 


men, &c. who have been enemies to his 


* cauſe and people, ſhall cry out with horrid 


- ſhrieks, to the rocks and mountains, to 


- hide them from his righteous reſentments, 
. when proud. perſecuting powers, more eſpe- 
« cially, ſhall thus ſink beneath his frown; 
0 ) happy thrice T V will it be, to be 
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Wund among the meaneſt of his fan 
in the number of thoſe who love him in 
ſincerity. 


How 1 the race of David held 
The promis 'd Jewiſh throne; 
But there's a nobler covenant ſeaPd, 
With David's Greater Son. / 
His ſeed forever ſhall poſleſs 
A throne above the ſkies. 
The meaneſt ſubject of his grace 
Shall to this * riſe, | 
WATTS. 


May the Lord, then in the words of the 
inſpired Apoſtle, 2 Theſſ. i. 11, 12. fulfil 
all the good pleaſure of his goodneſs, and the 
work of faith with power : that we may 
hve and act under the powerful influence of 
thoſe lovely and ſublime realities : zhat #he 
name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt may be glorified 
in us, and we in him, according to the grace 1 
our God and the Lord Jeſus Chrift :* Now, 
unto him who is able to keep you from 
falling, and to preſent you faultleſs be- 
fore the preſence of his glory, with ex- 
ceeding joy; to the only wiſe God our 
Saviour, be glory and majeſty, dominion 
oy Be: wa now 5 25 ever, Amen. | 
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